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LOCAL COUNCILS

A booklet for anyone wanting to know more about parish, town, neighbourhood
and community councils and the role of local councillors
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regularly to make decisions on the work
and direction of the council. As elected
bodies local councils are responsible to
the people they represent — that’s your
local community.

Attending a council meeting is the best
way to find out what they do. Give the
council a call and find out when its next
public meeting is scheduled to take

place.

Where do they get their
money from?

Each year a sum of money called a
‘precept’ is collected through your
council tax. This money is invested back
into your local neighbourhood by your
local council to improve facilities and
services for you and your neighbours.
Local councils can also apply for grants
and loans and, if they own property, can

receive money from rents or leases.







Improving performance: Peterlee
Town Council

Number of councillors: 22
Size of electorate: 15,934

Peterlee Town Council is based in the
new unitary area of Durham, in the
North-East of England. It has gained
Quality status. The Town Council
embarked on an ambitious Action Plan
in 2006/7. The provision of new

and improved facilities continues to be
the Council's top priority. A

new Generation 3 Flood-lit Training
Area and sports and community
building have recently received the “go
ahead". The council has

recently installed a new website.
Regeneration has always been a top
priority for the Council, and the
Council regularly reviews its corporate

governance arrangements.




CASE STUDY













Community arts centre: East Grinstead

Town Council

Number of councillorxs: 18
Size of electorate: 18,000

Between 1985 and 1996, East
Grinstead Town Council embarked
on a remarkable project to build

the Chequer Mead Community Arts
Centre. The building cost £2.4million,
the bulk of which was financed by the
council with the Arts Council Lottery
Fund and Mid Sussex District Council

contributing additional funding.

The centre itself comprises a
magnificent 340-seat theatre with
210 seats in the stalls and 130 seats
in the circle. In addition, the complex
comprises a dedicated art and
exhibitions gallery, three meeting
rooms, a studio room, a restaurant/
cafeteria/bar and the usual backstage
accommodation, At the time of its

development this was, in funding

terms to be the largest capital project
developed by any parish or town

council in

England and Wales. The centre has
rapidly built a first-class reputation as
a venue with a wide educational remit
and hosts high-class community and
professional performing and visual

art events. Chequer Mead is run as
a charity and East Grinstead Town

Council continues its role as trustee.

“Chequer Mead is a fantastic facility
for the whole community providing
opportunitiesfor young and old in

performing and visual arts”

Councillor lan Dixon







Under the spotlight: Campbell Park
Parish Council

Number of councillors: 20
Size of electorate: 10,900

Campbell Park Parish Council in Milton
Keynes has undertaken a number of
spotlight events to help highlight and
explore, understand and celebrate
a variety of different aspects of the
local community. They have directed
the spotlight on the Punjab, age and
ageism, Ghana, the Celtic fringe,
Nigeria, Islam, multiple occupation
housing, Hinduism, health and diversity.
The brainchild of Councillor Tom Fraser,
Cllr. the late Richard Osbourne and the
Milton Keynes Racial Equalities Council,
the latest manifestation of Spotlight was
a highly successful Diversity Ball which
saw 600 people enjoy the spectacle of
fantastic costumes, dancing and food,
all helping to reflect the broad spectrum

of different cultures in the local area.
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