Public Document Pack

Minutes of the
Health and Public Protection Scrutiny
Panel
(to be confirmed at the next meeting)
Date:

Tuesday, 13 July 2021

Venue:

Council Chamber - Civic Offices

PRESENT:
Councillor

Miss J Bull (Chairman)

Councillor

Ms S Pankhurst (Vice-Chairman)

Councillors:

Mrs P M Bryant, Mrs T L Ellis, J M Englefield, Miss T G Harper
and J G Kelly

Also
Present:

Councillor T M Cartwright, MBE, Executive Member for Health
and Public Protection
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Health
and
Public
Protection Scrutiny Panel

1.

13 July 2021

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence.

2.

MINUTES
It was confirmed at item 3 of the previous minutes that the question raised by
Councillor Mrs K K Trott at the Council meeting held on 26 February 2021 in
respect of the deployment of CCTV cameras had been dealt with as agreed.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Health and Public Protection Scrutiny
Panel meeting held on 13 July 2021 be confirmed and signed as a correct
record.

3.

CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were no Chairman’s announcements.

4.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISCLOSURES OR ADVICE OR
DIRECTIONS
Councillor J M Englefield declared a personal interest in respect of item 8 on
the agenda as he is an NHS employee.
Councillor Ms S Pankhurst declared a personal interest in respect of item 8 on
the agenda as she is also an NHS employee.

5.

DEPUTATIONS
There were no deputations made at this meeting.

6.

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS
(1)

Traffic Regulations Order for Coastal Car Parks - consideration of
consultation responses and delegation by the Executive Leader of
the Council to the Executive Member for Health and Public
Protection to determine such orders in future

There were no questions or comments for clarification in respect of this item.
7.

THE ROLE AND FUNCTIONS
PROTECTION SCRUTINY PANEL

OF

THE

HEALTH

AND

PUBLIC

The Panel received a presentation by Councillor T M Cartwright, MBE, the
Executive Member for Health and Public Protection, on the role and functions
of the Health and Public Protection Scrutiny Panel. A copy of the presentation
is attached to these minutes as Appendix A.
The Executive Member answered questions put forward by Members in
respect of Neighbourhood Watch, CCTV, links with Southampton General
Hospital, dog fouling and fly tipping.
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RESOLVED that the Executive Member for Health and Public Protection be
thanked for providing his presentation.
8.

EXECUTIVE MEMBER UPDATE
Councillor J M Englefield declared a personal interest in respect of this item as
he is an NHS employee.
Councillor Ms S Pankhurst declared a personal interest in respect of this item
as she is also an NHS employee.
The Panel received a verbal update from Councillor T M Cartwright, MBE, the
Executive Member for Health and Public Protection, on police and public
protection matters and local strategic health issues.
Police and Crime Panel
The Executive Member reported that he attended the Police and Crime Panel
meeting on 02 July 2021 and officially met the new Police and Crime
Commissioner for Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, Donna Jones. At the
meeting, the Panel appointed a new Chairman, Councillor Simon Bound, a
new Vice Chairman, Mr David Stewart and also reviewed the membership of
the Panel’s various sub committees.
The Police and Crime Commissioner set out at the meeting that her Number 1
priority is for there to be 600 more officers across Hampshire and the Isle of
Wight by the end of 2023. She also outlined that she aims to remove
bureaucracy so that officers are on the beat rather than filling in forms and
stated that, whilst the 101 and 999 services are now in good working order,
she aims to ensure that feedback on outcomes is provided. In addition, she
stated that she aims to make it easier to report crime and wants to make sure
that children in the later stages of primary school are educated in how to avoid
falling into anti-social behaviour. The Police and Crime Plan will also be made
shorter, easier to understand and will show what has been achieved.
The afternoon session of the meeting dealt with the confirmation hearing of the
appointment of Mr Luke Stubbs as the Deputy Police and Crime
Commissioner. This is an appointment that is within the remit of the Police and
Crime Commissioner and so was not a normal interview process, however the
Police and Crime Panel was given the opportunity to ask questions in order to
satisfy Members that they would recommend the appointment.
Local Health Matters
The Executive Member reported that he had attended a Fareham Local
Patient Group meeting that morning. Much of the discussion at the meeting
surrounded Doctors’ surgeries but there was also a report from the Clinical
Commissioning group on current pressures. The vaccination rate for Fareham
has now reached 92%, however problems are being encountered in reaching
the 18-30 age group and also in making sure the right vaccines are in the right
places at the right time.
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The meeting also looked at NHS Digital which is now coming into effect. This
is an NHS data sharing arrangement to provide various healthcare
professionals with easier access to medical records so that a better standard
of care can be provided to patients.
A study carried out on the effectiveness of online/video GP consultations, was
reviewed at the meeting, however the Executive Member felt that the views put
forward in the study seemed to predominantly be from people who work within
the NHS and so may not fully represent the views of the general public.
The Executive Member went on to report that on the 24 June 2021 he
attended a meeting of the Portsmouth City Council Health Overview and
Scrutiny Panel which included the following:
An update by the South-Central Ambulance Service which included data
relating to call outs, highlighting the concerning number of hours lost to the
service from ambulances waiting at QA hospital. In October 2019, the
number was as high as 2,160 and whilst this has improved since, it is now
starting to show an increasing trend again.
An update by the Care Quality Commission on the Solent NHS Trust
which gave an insight in to the Fareham area.
An overview of the management structure for the South East Hants
Locality Team. Fareham’s Director is Keeley Ellis.
Finally, The Executive Member advised the Panel that Sovereign Healthcare,
which represents three Primary Care Networks in the Borough that are
working in partnership, will be holding an engagement event on 22 July 2021
from 6pm to 7.30pm. Anyone wishing to attend should email Sovereign
Healthcare direct.
RESOLVED that the Executive Member be thanked for providing an
interesting, informative and very comprehensive update.
9.

SCRUTINY OF SAFEGUARDING PROCEDURES
This item was brought forward on the agenda and heard directly after item 5.
The Panel received a presentation by the Community Safety Manager which
provided Members with the opportunity to scrutinise the Council’s current
Safeguarding Policy and the actions within it. A copy of the presentation is
attached to these minutes as Appendix B.
The presentation was received in response to the scoping report agreed by
Members at the Panel meeting held on 23 March 2021.
Members discussed the importance of ongoing training being provided to
ensure that members and officers understand, and are kept up to date with,
their safeguarding responsibilities.
The Community Safety Manager was thanked for providing a very helpful and
informative presentation.
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RESOLVED that the Health and Public Protection Scrutiny Panel scrutinised
the Council’s Safeguarding Policy and the actions within it.
10.

HEALTH AND PUBLIC PROTECTION SCRUTINY PANEL PRIORITIES
The Panel considered a new, proposed set of Scrutiny Priorities for 2021
onwards which were circulated in advance of the meeting and are attached to
these minutes as Appendix C. It was noted that the new, proposed priorities
are not an exhaustive list and new priorities can be added over time if
necessary.
Members were invited to put forward any additional priorities at the meeting or
to the Chairman afterwards and it was agreed that if no further items were
received, the priorities as outline in Appendix C would be adopted.
RESOLVED that the Health and Public Protection Panel considered and
agreed the new Scrutiny Priorities for 2021 onwards.
(The meeting started at 6.00 pm
and ended at 7.38 pm).
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13 July 2021
Introduction to Portfolio Services

Executive Member for Health and Public Protection

Minute Item 7

Cllr Trevor Cartwright

Health and Public Protection Portfolio
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•

Environmental Protection

•

Community Safety

•

Air Quality

•

Safeguarding and Prevent

•

Pollution

•

Corporate Health and Safety

•

Contaminated Land

•

Health

•

Dog Control

•

•

Pest Control

Out of hours services
(Environmental Health and General Duty)

•

Animal welfare

•

Enforcement Team incl. Car parks

•

Food Safety

B

Fareham and Gosport
Environmental Health Partnership
• Environmental Protection

• Licensing

• Food Safety

• Private Sector Housing

• Animal Welfare
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• Corporate Health and Safety

• Disabled Facilities Grants

• Dog Control

• Health and Safety

• Pest Control

• Open Markets

• Air Quality
• Contaminated Land
• 24/7 out of hours and Environmental Health Service

B

Environmental Health Partnership
Agreement sets out Scope

•

Head of Environmental Health responsible for both sites

•

Partnership Panel – 1Director and 1Member from each Council plus
Head of Environmental Health

•

Panel meet twice per year

•

Councillor Cartwright and Lindsey Ansell represent FBC

•

Officer Panel as necessary
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•

B

Air Quality
Two Continuous monitors within the
two Air quality management areas
on Gosport Road.
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Exhaust emissions main
source of pollution

Diffusion tubes throughout
the Borough
(nitrogen Dioxide)

Monitoring continuing to comply with Ministerial
Direction

Contaminated Land
•

Contaminated land – Mandatory duty EA 1990

•

Eg. methane gas from landfill tips, solvents from old laundry
site, leaking petrol tanks, metals in soil from old scrap yard
etc, Daedalus

•

Consult on planning applications - conditions often added

•

Work with Coastal Partnership Team

•

Respond to complaints
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Pollution
• Statutory nuisance (neighbour issues) – Noise, dust, smoke, smell,
accumulations, light etc
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• Neighbour liaison
• Noise – over 1,000 noise complaints last year
• Nearly 200 Planning consultations
• Over 6,000 service requests received last year in Fareham and Gosport

B

Pollution (Statutory Nuisance)
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B

Dog Control
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•

Barking dogs – statutory nuisance

•

Stray dogs – private kennels

•

Dangerous dogs – liaison with police

•

Micro-chipping

•

Animal Welfare – RSPCA/Police

B

Pest Control
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•

Treatments for rats, mice, fleas, wasps other
insects

•

Around 400 treatments last year in Fareham

•

Enforcement powers under the Prevention of
Damage by Pests Act 1949

B

Food Safety
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•

Food Hygiene Inspections, food
Complaints, sampling, infectious diseases,
advice and guidance

•

Working on backlog of inspections, due to
COVID compliance work

•

Prosecutions, formal cautions, warnings,
help and advice

•

New small food businesses

B

Out of Hours Service
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•

Mainly noise - music/dog barking etc

•

0800 374485 - 24 hours 365 days a year

•

Carried out 105 visits out of hours in the last year

•

Vanguard approach adopted now - preference to talk to people if possible

•

Difficult during COVID

B

Enforcement Team
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•

New Town Centre equipment, coastal charging, pay by app in progress

•

1,721 off street parking PCN’s issued

•

64 FPN’s issued for fly tipping, value £14,616, 2 prosecutions in progress

•

49 Litter FPN’s issued for littering and dog fouling

•

179 investigations for abandoned vehicles, 48 vehicles removed

•

6 unauthorised encampments dealt with

•

73 homeless interactions in town centre

•

1 FPN issued for dogs on beach

B

Community Safety
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Successful Initiatives
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•

Fareham Partnership Action Group - Fareham Street Aid

•

Multi-Agency risk assessment conferences

•

Test purchase operations

•

Integrated Offender Management

•

Access all areas (facilitated by Leisure Team)

•

Neighbourhood Watch

•

Public Spaces Protection Order

•

CCTV

B

Safeguarding
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•

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.

•

Work in partnership with Hampshire County Council

•

FBC Policy being updated to include children and adults, prevent,
modern day slavery, disabled children, sexual exploitation, missing and
trafficked young people

•

Employee and Councillor Training

•

Reporting mechanism for employees and Councillors via two-way
feedback

B

Prevent
• Duty on Local Authorities brought in by the CounterTerrorism and Security Act 2015:
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“to have due regard to the need to prevent people being
drawn into terrorism”
• Action plan and staff awareness training in progress

B

Key Representation with Partners
Executive Member for Health and Public Protection represents the Council at:
•
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Hampshire Police and Crime Panel
Role:
Reviews Police and Crime Plan
Scrutinises Annual Report
Appoints Chief Constable
Vetos proposed Council Tax precept levels

•

Fareham Partnership Action Group (PAG)
Role
 Attends all PAG meetings as Executive Lead for Public Protection
 Considered best practice initiative - being replicated elsewhere

B

Corporate Health and Safety
•

Health and Safety at Work Act 1974

The Council, as an employer, has a general duty to protect employees and
others from harm arising from its activities
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•





Broadly comprises:
Safety Policy
Risk Assessments
Safe Systems of Work
Training, Accident Reporting / monitoring, Safety Committee, COVID
compliance

•

Managers and others supported by Corporate Health and Safety Advisor

B

Health
•

Fareham and Gosport Clinical Commissioning Group
 Community Engagement Committee (FBC appointed)
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•

Portsmouth CC Health Overview and Scrutiny Panel (FBC appointed)

•

Meet with Chief Executive of Queen Alexandra Hospital

•

Attend Local Patient Group

B

Building Control Partnership
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•

Provides all Building Control services on behalf of Fareham Borough
Council, Gosport Borough Council and Portsmouth City Council

•
•

Mainly statutory services but compete with private sector
83% market share

•

Managed by Head of Building Control

•

Bi-annual Panel attended by 1 member from each authority and key
officers
Executive Member for H and PP chairs the panel and Director of Planning
and Regeneration represent Fareham

•
•

21 employees

•

Based on open ended legal agreement with MOU

B

Building Control Partnership
Main services provided:
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•

Building Regulation
applications - approval and
site inspection

•

24 hour dangerous structure
service

•

Enforcement service

•

Regularisation service

•

Demolition service

B

Building Control Partnership
Other Services Provided:
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•

Approved inspector and approved installer service

•

Building Regulation reversion service

•

Property address service

•

Building Regulation charge exempt service

•

Construction and Party wall act advice and land charge service

•

Access officer

•

Safety Advisory Group, Emergency Planning, Safety at Sports grounds

B

Building Control Partnership Finances
2020/21 Budget out turn
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Annual budget for 2020/21

£1.52 m

Income from Charges

£1.155 m

Total cost of service to Fareham

£133,610

B

Building Control Partnership
Current Focus:
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•

Implementing findings of financial opportunities review

•

Updated legal agreement for BCP reflecting new financial system and other
improvements

•

Digitising/scanning all paper application files (12-13,000)

•

Reviewing the flexible, mobile and home working arrangements of before and
during lockdown

•

Preparing for the introduction of a new Building Control system in response to the
Grenfell Fire

B
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Any Questions?

Safeguarding
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Minute Item 9

Narinder Bains
Community Safety Manager

Fact
Safeguarding:
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“Protects vulnerable adults, young people and
children from abuse, harm and neglect in
society.”
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility

B

The 4 R’s of Safeguarding
1. Recognising
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2. Recording
3. Reporting
4. Refer

B

Section 11 of the Children Act
District councils should be able to demonstrate:
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• Senior management commitment
• Clear statement of the Council’s responsibilities towards
children, available for all staff and Councillors
• Clear line of accountability within the organisation
• Service development that takes account of the need to
safeguard and promote welfare – informed by the views of
children and families

B

Section 11 of the Children Act
•
•
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•
•

Safe recruitment procedures
Safeguarding training and promoting the welfare of children
for all staff working with, or in contact with, children and
families
 eg, housing professionals being the first to make contact
with Victoria Climbie
Effective inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the
welfare of children
Effective information/data sharing.

B

How can we scrutinise Safeguarding?
• Policy
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• Information leaflet
• Recommendations from Audits

B

Audit recommendations
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1. Safeguarding training to be delivered to all Councillors and
Staff
Training programme to be delivered during 2021/22.

B

Audit recommendations
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2. Safeguarding training to be delivered to non-pc users and
records in both the Civic Offices and the Depot be updated
and held centrally by Personnel
The two sites kept separate records.
Now agreed with Personnel to merge the training plans.

B

Audit recommendations
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3. Contracts for commissioning to include clause relating to
compliance with safeguarding children and vulnerable adults
This has been completed.

B

Audit recommendations
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4. Contractors to be passed the Hampshire Safeguarding
Partnership training link so they can access training for their
staff
This will be provided to all future providers.

B
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Questions?

Minute Item 10
Potential H and PP Priorities – 2021 onwards
16.06.21
APPENDIX C

Corporate Strategy Priorities 2017 - 2023
Priority 3 - Strong, Safe, Inclusive & Healthy Communities
By working with others to provide an environment where people of all ages feel safe.
We will give people greater influence over the decisions that affect their lives and
build more inclusive communities by providing easy access to information and
services provided by the Council. We will ensure that measures are in place to
protect the health and safety of people who live, work or visit the Borough.
We will…
Promote and support the delivery of a Garden Village at Welborne, as part of a
planned sustainable new community to come forward over the next 20 years.
Create 400 new graves as an extension to Holly Hill Cemetery to increase the
number of burial plots available to residents of the west of the Borough (completed
June 2020)
Review our approach to Community Safety and CCTV, street lighting and
landscaping to ensure that we make the Borough as safe as possible.
Deliver four sustainable measures supported as part of the Council’s “Let’s clear the
air” campaign, aimed at ensuring nitrogen dioxide levels across Fareham do not
exceed national guidelines.
Scrutiny Panel Priorities





What are the arrangements for Health Provision for the new community at
Welbourne?
A review of burial plot provision across the Borough following the extension at
Holly Hill Cemetery.
A review of the new arrangement for CCTV & Community Safety.
Where are we on improving air quality?

Opportunities Plan
Scrutiny Panel Priorities




Review impact of Coastal Parking.
Review of Town Centre Parking following Covid.
Review of impact of on street parking within the Borough.
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Partnerships
Scrutiny Panel Priorities






Review Environmental Health Partnership progress and performance.
Review Crematorium progress and performance.
Review Building Control Partnership progress and performance.
Review Local Police matters
Review Local Hampshire & IOW Fire and Rescue matters

Health
Scrutiny Panel Priorities



HCC review of Public Health
CCG work
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