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Minutes of the
Climate Change Scrutiny Panel
(to be confirmed at the next meeting)
Date:

Wednesday, 9 March 2022

Venue:

Council Chamber - Civic Offices

PRESENT:
Councillor

Mrs T L Ellis (Chairman)

Councillors:

M R Daniells, T Davies, N R Gregory, Mrs J Kelly and
Mrs K K Trott (deputising for J S Forrest)

Also
Present:
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Climate Change Scrutiny
Panel

1.

9 March 2022

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies of absence were received from Councillor J Forrest and S
Pankhurst.
Councillor S Martin, Executive Member for Planning and Development also
tendered apologies.

2.

MINUTES
It was AGREED that the Minutes of the Climate Change Scrutiny Panel held
on the 24 January 2022 be confirmed and signed as a correct record.

3.

CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chairman made no announcements at the meeting.

4.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISCLOSURES OF ADVICE OR
DIRECTIONS
There were no declarations of interest made at this meeting.

5.

DEPUTATIONS
A written deputation was received from Anne Stephenson for items 6, 7, 8 and
10.

6.

CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION PLAN UPDATE SUMMARY
The Panel received a deputation as referred to at Minute 5 above.
The Panel received a presentation by the Policy, Engagement and Research
Manager providing an overview of the main areas of progress within the
Climate Change Action Plan that have been made since the update to the 24
January 2022 Climate Change Scrutiny Panel. A copy of the presentation is
appended to these Minutes.
Members of the Panel asked several questions pertaining to the planning and
building control processes to ask if the Council can encourage developers to
take opportunities to enhance the environmental sustainability of the homes
they are delivering across the Borough. There is a range of funding available
for homeowners for ‘retrofit’ measures, but more work needs to be done to
build homes with solar panels and electric charging points etc. Members also
suggested that national policies need to do more to enable and facilitate
housing developers to make this transition, as this is not just a local issue.
The Director for Planning and Regeneration addressed the Panel to explain
that the emerging Local Plan includes policies which will broaden the
‘sustainability requirements’ for new housing developments within the
Borough. He went on to highlight to Members that many of the measures to
improve energy efficiency of new homes have been and will continue to be
included in amendments to the Building Regulations. It was suggested that
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officers investigate an item to be brought to a future meeting of the Panel that
would cover the changes to the Building Regulations, and national and local
planning policies. The aim of this item will allow the Panel to have a greater
understanding of the mechanisms in place within the planning and building
control processes to help capitalise on the opportunities to minimise the
carbon impacts arising from the delivery of new housebuilding within the
Borough.
RESOLVED that the Climate Change Scrutiny Panel note the contents of the
presentation.
7.

GREEN ENERGY SUPPLY
The Panel received a deputation as referred to at Minute 5 above.
The Panel received a presentation from the Policy, Engagement and Research
Officer outlining the Council’s approach to reducing its Scope 2 carbon
footprint for 2022/23, whilst balancing the need to minimise the financial
impact on the Council in switching the Council’s energy tariff. A copy of the
presentation is appended to these Minutes.
The presentation informed Members of the process in reviewing the full range
of and associated costs of securing a new electricity tariff to deliver
significantly reduced carbon impacts, but within the context of an emerging
energy crisis. The outcome of the review and the reasoning behind the
decision to choose a tariff for 2022/23 based on nuclear powerbased electricity
generation.
Councillor Mrs K K Trott asked that her strong objection to the Council
switching to a nuclear power tariff, as opposed to a fully renewable electricity
tariff be recorded.
The Chairman explained that although the Panel is sympathetic to concerns
raised by Councillor Mrs K K Trott the Council needs to look at this as part of
the energy transition to take place nationally over the coming years. Officers
will continue to be proactive in reviewing electricity tariff available for future
years which increase the proportion of the Council’s electricity use based on
renewables generation, whilst remaining financially affordable.
RESOLVED that the Climate Change Scrutiny Panel note the contents of the
presentation.

8.

LOCAL ENERGY ADVICE SERVICE (LEAP)
The Panel received a deputation as referred to at Minute 5 above.
The Panel received a presentation providing Members with an overview of
how the Local Energy Advice Partnership (LEAP) scheme works, the benefits
that eligible residents can receive and the role that the Council will have in
promoting the project. A copy of the presentation is appended to these
Minutes.
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RESOLVED that the Climate Change Scrutiny Panel note the contents of the
presentation.
9.

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS
There were no items of Executive Business for the Panel to consider.

10.

CLIMATE CHANGE SCRUTINY PANEL PRIORITIES
The Panel received a deputation as referred to at Minute 5 above.
The Chairman invited Members of the Panel to consider the Scrutiny Priorities
for the Climate Change Scrutiny Panel.
The Chairman addressed the Panel to confirm that this is the last scheduled
meeting of the Climate Change Scrutiny Panel in this municipal year and that
the priorities will be considered in detail at the first meeting of the next
municipal year. It was also agreed that, as discussed at item 6, an item will be
brought in 2022/23 with the aim of providing the Panel with a greater
understanding of the mechanisms in place within the planning and building
processes both locally and nationally to help reduce Climate Change.

RESOLVED that the Panel considered the Scrutiny Priorities for the Climate
Change Scrutiny Panel.
(The meeting started at 6.00 pm
and ended at 7.11 pm).
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Item 6 - Climate Change Action Plan Update
• Update on projects since 24 January
Minute Item 6
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2019/20 emissions by scope TCO2e
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Scope 3
Emissions,
1,732.22

Total
Emissions:
3661.44

Scope 1
Emissions,
1379.2

Scope 2
Emissions,
550.02

Scope 1: Vehicle Fuel
• Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil (HVO)
trial launched February
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•
•
•
•
•

Monitoring:
Fuel use/carbon emissions
Tailpipe emissions
Performance e.g. MPG
Feedback from drivers

• Projected 99 TCO2e saving in trial
• Potential to reduce by 626 TCO2e if
fleet roll out

Scope 1: Small Vehicle Fuel
• Red Diesel to stop from 1 April for
most uses
• 23 vehicles use Red Diesel
Page 8

• HVO viable alternative
• Potential to save 155 TCO2e a
year

Scope 2: Electricity
• Move to
electricity
2022/23
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• Detail
in
agenda item

renewable
tariff
for

following

Scope 3: Electricity and Gas
• Switch to Nuclear will reduce
Scope 3 by estimated 99 TCO2e
e.g. Civic Tenants
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• Community Centres:
• Electricity = 162 TCO2e
• Gas = 144 TCO2e
• Support and encourage carbon
reduction
• Exploring options for funding

Scope 3: Solent Airport
• Working with Regional &
City Airports (RCA) to:
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• Identify
scopes
responsibilities

and

• Calculate carbon footprint
for Solent Airport

Wider Borough emissions
• Greening Campaign
Titchfield Pilot still slow
progress
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• Presentations:
• Brookfield
Community
School
• Friends of the Earth

Wider Borough Emissions
• Working closely with Economic
Development Team
for

carbon
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• Developing idea
pledges
• Residents
• Organisations
• Business

• Also potential Climate Change
Award

Wider Borough Emissions: Grants
• Most of Sustainable Warmth to
launch April 2022
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• £10,000
to
low
income
households with poor energy
performance
• Homes Upgrade Grant to launch
as part of Sustainable Warmth
• Up
to
£25,000
energy
improvements to off-gas homes

Hampshire County Council
• Solar Together scheme ran
across Hampshire in 2021
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• Significant delays installing
solar panels
• New contractor appointed
and customers notified

Next steps
• Monitor HVO trials
• Solar Farm opportunity at Hook Tip
• Electric charging points on Council land
Page 16

• Developing support/guidance offer for different audiences
• Develop training approach for Members and employees
• Decision making tool

Questions?
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Item 7 – Green Energy Supply
Page 19

EDF Energy Electricity Tariff
2022/23
Minute Item 7

Introduction
• Going to discuss the transition to a zero carbon electricity tariff

• Impact of the current energy crisis
Page 20

• Explain the process of how we decided which tariff to choose
• Our electricity suppliers investment in renewable projects

Background
• EDF since 2021/22 has supplied nearly 100% of the Council’s electricity
usage
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• CCAP project is to switch over to a zero carbon electricity tariff so that
can reduce our Scope 2 emissions

• Our Scope 2 emissions are produced from electricity usage only
• Therefore, if on a zero carbon electricity tariff, Council Scope 2 emissions
will be reduce by around 550 tCO2e

Background
• Switching to Nuclear will also reduce Scope 3 emissions by an estimated
99 tCO2e
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• This reduction is from Tenants within the Civic Offices e.g. Public Health
England

• Community and Leisure Centres will be unaffected by the tariff change as
they choose their own tariffs

EDF Initiatives
• EDF has a large portfolio of investments in different renewable energy
projects
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• The projects mainly consist of investment in Wind, Solar, and Battery
storage
• An example, is the proposed Garn Fach Wind Farm in Wales which will
generate enough electricity for up to 69,000 households

The Current Issue
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• Annual cost of the Council’s electricity expenditure (regardless of tariff choice) to
rise significantly:
• £474,891 in 2019/20
• £343,304 in 2020/21(Covid)
• £422,394 in 2021/22
• £662,285 in 2022/23
• Council planned to move over to a renewable electricity tariff for 2022/23 and was
quoted an extra £1,051 per year for the change

• Energy crisis has meant that this value is now £8,938 per year
• Therefore, considered other tariff options available from our supplier

Tariff Options
Option 1a

Option 1b

Description

Select Renewable:
choose source e.g.
exact solar farm

Net Zero Carbon
Extra per year over
standard tariff
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Benefit

Negative

Option 2

Option 3

Option 4 (Our current
tariff)

Clean Renewable:
UK Renewable:
solar, wind and hydro Includes biomass
and landfill gas

Nuclear Power only

Mixture of Nuclear
and Renewables

Standard EDF mix of
fossil fuels and
Nuclear

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

£15,772

£13,038

£8,938

£0

£4,837

N/A

GHG Zero Carbon
Reporting

GHG Zero Carbon
Reporting

GHG Zero Carbon
Reporting

GHG Zero Carbon
Reporting

GHG Zero Carbon
Reporting

No Premium to pay

No premium to pay
Nuclear waste is
produced

Premium to pay

No reduction in
reportable CO2
emissions

Premium to pay

Premium to pay

Option 1c

Produces carbon
dioxide however is
deemed carbon
neutral.
Premium to pay

Potential issues with
public perception

Analysis of the Different Options
• Difficult to justify additional £8,938 annual renewable spend due to Council’s
financial pressures
• Mix of renewable and Nuclear would also have zero emissions but cost
£4,837
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• Nuclear has a strong role to play to achieve UK’s commitment to net zero by
2050
• Switching to Nuclear tariff would reduce Scope 2 emissions by around 550
tonnes with no additional cost
• Nuclear tariff produces around 7.8kg of nuclear waste

Conclusions
Decided that due to financial pressures the Nuclear only tariff was the most logical option

•

Nuclear produces no carbon emissions and therefore the tariff will reduce our Scope 2
emissions significantly

•

The Nuclear tariff also means that the Council will incur no additional cost by switching tariff

•

Potential to switch to a renewable tariff in 2023/24 if costs reduce

•

Nuclear power is part of the Government’s long term strategy to achieving net zero by 2050
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•

Item 8 - Local Energy Advice (LEAP) Partnership
09 March Climate Change Scrutiny Panel
Minute Item 8
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Advice and Support
• FBC signed up to:
• Connect for Help
Advice
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• The Local Energy
Partnership (LEAP)

• Free energy saving advice and
visits
• Also
energy
measures

improvement

Funding
• Both schemes free to residents
and the Council
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• Funded by energy suppliers under
Warm Home Discount initiatives
• Funded by six of the largest
companies e.g. British Gas

Who is eligible?
• Residents will be eligible if one of
the below apply:
• Have a low income
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• Receive tax credits

• Receive Housing Benefit
• Receive an income or disability
related benefit

• Have a long term illness or
disability

Connect for Help
• Energy supplier, bill or meter
advice
• Identify best energy tariff
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• Free money advice consultation
• Find funding for further energysaving home improvements
• Direct to support e.g. charities
• Potential referral for first time
central heating

Local Energy Advice Partnership (LEAP)
• Runs from 1 July to 31 March
each year
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• Offers same energy advice and
support as Connect for Help and:
• A home energy visit
• A range of referrals to additional
schemes

How to apply
refer

• Residents can
themselves

apply
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• Officers
can
residents directly

How does LEAP work?
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Home Energy Visit
• Covid safe
•
Full visit lasts up to 90 minutes
• Assess:
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• Loft
• Cavity
• Heating

• Fit small measures

• Follow up visit for 30 – 45 minutes

Additional schemes to be referred to
• Warmer homes fund: Free central heating to replace
inefficient heating systems e.g. storage heaters or open fires
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• My Eco Homes: Funding for insulation and heating
measures
• HEART Free replacement of old or inefficient appliances e.g.
fridge

Additional schemes to be referred to continued
• ECHO (Emergency Central Heating Offer): Emergency
assistance to repair or replace broken or condemned boilers
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• April 2022 to March 2023:
• Sustainable Warmth Scheme: Up to £10,000 energy
saving or generation measures.

Next Steps
• Customer facing officer
training on referrals
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• Internal and external
communications
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