FAO Richard Wright
Development Control
Fareham Borough Council
Civic Offices
Civic Way
Hampshire
PO16 7AZ
20/05/2020

Dear Richard,
LAND TO THE SOUTH OF ROMSEY AVENUE, PORTCHESTER (REFERENCE: P/18/1073/FB)
REQUEST FOR CONFIRMATION OF THE EXISTING LAND USE ON THE SITE TO INFORM
NITROGEN BUDGET
As you will be aware, the proposed development at Land to the South of Romsey
Avenue, Portcheter (LPA ref: P/18/1073/FB) is nitrogen neutral. Having applied the
Natural England Guidance (Version 4 March 2020), the site has a nitrogen deficit of
-149.08 Kg/N/Yr. Please see enclosed nitrogen budget for further information.
The above figure has been calculated using the existing agricultural land use of
cereals. Paragraph 4.51 of the Natural England guidance states:
“It is important that farm type classification is appropriately precautionary. It is
recommended that evidence is provided of the farm type for the last 10 years and
professional judgment is used as to what the land would revert to in the absence of a
planning application. In many cases, the local planning authority, as competent
authority, will have appropriate knowledge of existing land uses to help inform this
process.”
The land in question has been used for cereals farming for in excess of the 10-year
requirement and in the absence of a planning application; the site would remain in
cereals use. Please see enclosed evidence of this use, with images taken from
Google Earth Pro between the period of December 1999 to September 2019, which
show the site being used for the growing of cereals.
Please would you be able to confirm, in writing, that you also agree that the site has
been within cereals use for the sufficient period and that therefore, this land use can
be used to inform the nitrogen budget calculation for the site?
In order to assist, please find enclosed the following:
-

The site location plan submitted with the application (drawing reference:
16.140.01C)
The current nitrogen budget calculation for the site
Evidence of site used between December 1999 and September 2019

I look forwards to hearing from you in due course, but in the meantime, please
contact me if you have any queries.

Yours sincerely,

Hayley Richardson
BSc(Hons) MSc MRTPI

Email: planning@foremanhomesltd.co.uk

