
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Minutes of the 
Planning and Development Scrutiny Panel 

 
(to be confirmed at the next meeting) 

 
Date: Wednesday, 1 November 2023 
  
Venue: Collingwood Room - Civic Offices 

 
 
PRESENT:  
Councillor M R Daniells (Chairman) 

 
Councillor N J Walker (Vice-Chairman) 

 
Councillors: Ms S Pankhurst, Mrs T L Ellis, Mrs J Needham and P Nother 

 
 
Also 
Present: 
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1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
No apologies of absence were received from the Panel. 
 

2. MINUTES  
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Planning and Development Scrutiny Panel 
meeting held on the 19 July 2023 be confirmed and signed as a correct 
record.  
 

3. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
No announcements were made by the Chairman. 
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISCLOSURES OF ADVICE OR 
DIRECTIONS  
 
There were no declarations of interest made at this meeting. 
 

5. DEPUTATIONS  
 
No deputations were received at this meeting. 
 

6. AUTHORITY MONITORING REPORT  
 
The Panel received a report from the Director of Planning and Development on 
the Council’s Authority Monitoring Report (AMR) 2022/23. Officers explained 
that this is the first AMR which reflects the newly adopted Local Plan.  
  
Members asked several questions for clarification on various topics within the 
AMR. The information regarding flood zones was of particular interest to the 
Panel with concern raised about the permissions granted within flood zones. 
Officers reassured Members that no houses are built on flood zones, but 
developments sites may include flood zones which would be designated as 
open spaces or park land etc. Officers also clarified that the Environment 
Agency (EA) are responsible for defining the flood zones and they are also 
consulted on all developments within the Borough. Permissions would not be 
granted against EA advice. The Director of Planning and Regeneration 
suggested that, with the Panels agreement, officers look to increase the level 
of detail within the AMR to clarify the rationale behind permissions being 
granted within flood zones. 
  
RESOLVED that the Panel note the contents of the Authority Monitoring 
Report at Appendix A. 
 

7. PLANNING STRATEGY UPDATE  
 
The Panel received a presentation from the Director of Planning and 
Development providing a Planning Strategy Update. The presentation included 
an update on the Supplementary Planning Documents and Environmental 
Mitigation Projects. A copy of the presentation is appended to these Minutes.  
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The Interim Planning Strategy Lead provided information on the expected 
content within the Regeneration and Levelling Up Act 2023. The final version 
of the act is yet to be published but officers were able to provide Members with 
an overview of what is likely to change and how this may impact the Planning 
system. A key area of focus for both Members of the Panel and officers was 
the potential changes to the Local Plan process. With a great deal of detail still 
to be finalised it remains unclear how this will impact the Council.  
  
RESOLVED that the Panel note the contents of the presentation. 
 

8. EXECUTIVE BUSINESS  
 
Members of the Panel were asked to note the Executive decision made since 
the last meeting of the Panel in July, which falls under the remit of the 
Planning and Development Portfolio.   
(1) Self and Custom Build Housing Supplementary Planning 

document for adoption  
 
No comments were received. 
 
 

9. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SCRUTINY PANEL PRIORITIES  
 
The Panel considered the priorities for the Planning and Development Scrutiny 
Panel.  
  
The Director of Planning and Development addressed the Panel to advise that 
an item providing an update on the Welborne Delivery would be brought to the 
next meeting of the Panel. 
  
  
RESOLVED that the Panel considered the Scrutiny Priorities.  
 

(The meeting started at 6.02 pm 
and ended at 7.10 pm). 

 
 
 
 

…………………………………………. Chairman 
 
 
 

…..……….………………………………….. Date 
 


